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COMMUNICATING WITH 
OUR MEMBERSHIP 
Brilla Highfill Scott 
KARSP Executive Director 
 
We are in our new office at 1420 SW 
Arrowhead Drive, Suite 100, in Topeka.  It is good to 
be "nested" and able to resume our regular office 
routine.  If you are near the Wanamaker Corridor in 
west Topeka, please come and visit.  Our new office is 
located in the United School Administrators of Kansas 
suite in the Kansas Association of School Boards 
building. 
 
I'm in our Topeka office on Monday, and Virgil Funk, 
membership services, is there on Tuesday morning and 
Thursday afternoon.  (We are as close as our cell 
phones at other times.)  Enter through the main 
entrance and come to the south end of the building 
shown below. 
 
                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the KARSP Board of Directors meeting in June, 
President Nancy Murry appointed an ad hoc committee, 
KARSP External Communications, to study current 
communication tools and media trends.  President-elect 
Bob Grover will serve as chair of the committee. 
 
As I've been thinking about the work of this committee, 
I'm reminded of my first part-time job in an insurance 
agency while I was attending high school and college.  
The owner of the agency was in his 80s and continued 
to use a wax-cone dictaphone.  Once I had typed his 
correspondence (yes, on a manual machine!), I shaved 
off a layer of wax so the cone could be reused.  I used  

great care in not shaving the cone too thin, and there 
was an added concern that I might drop a wax cone on 
the office floor. 
 
My next experience was as a business teacher at 
Lawrence High School when I was surrounded by the 
deafening sound of 49 manual typewriters and 6 
electric machines.  How precious those electrics were 
to my students and to me. 
 
When I was a junior high principal, we had one Apple 
computer in our building.  I well remember taking my 
elderly parents into the school office to marvel at what 
this new machine could do.  Oh, and I must not forget, 
how grateful I was when a language arts teacher came 
to my office, indicating she would be willing to write 
a grant so we could have a computer laboratory. How 
proud we were to have the first junior high computer 
lab in our school district. 
 
Now I think nothing about carrying my laptop 
computer from place to place, setting up a wi-fi 
connection, double checking the KARSP website for 
needed updates, searching Google to find the answer 
to a question, opening Facebook to catch up on news 
from family and friends, checking Twitter for up-to-
the-minute legislative or sports news, and visiting 
Instagram for the latest photos from our g'children. 
 
It's startling to think about the changes in 
communications in our lifetime.  Can't help but 
wonder what the recommendations from the KARSP 
External Communications Committee will be.  

 
 

  KARSP would like to thank you for your support  
            in attending the KARSP Convention.   
 

We look forward to seeing you next year! 
 

June 8 - 10, 2016 
 

  KARSP:  For strength, we need you! 
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New memberships or renewals are $15.00 per year. 
If you have a change of address, please contact us by 

mail, phone, or e-mail. 
KARSP 

1420 SW Arrowhead, Suite 100, Topeka, Kansas 66604 
(785)232-8788 

karsp@karsp.org or membership@karsp.org 
or visit us at www.karsp.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Dependable Benefits. Trusted Partner. 
611 S KANSAS AVENUE, SUITE 100 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 66603 
(785)296-6166 OR (888)275-5737 

Premier World Discovery 
 
 
 

2615 190th Street, Suite 200 
Redondo Beach, CA 90278 

Ph: 877-953-8687 
Check KARSP website for tours: 

http://www.karsp.org 

HARVEY LUDWICK RESIGNS AS 
KARSP LOBBYIST 
                                            
It is with regret that the Kansas  
Association of Retired School  
Personnel Board of Directors  
received Harvey Ludwick's  
resignation as of August 1, 2015.  Harvey has 
served as lobbyist for KARSP since 2007.  He 
brought a wealth of talent to his position, having 
been a member of Governor Carlin's cabinet,  
president of McPherson Central Christian College, 
retired Ottawa school superintendent, and past 
KARSP executive director. 
 
We are pleased that Harvey will continue to  
volunteer on the Kansas Coalition of Public  
Retirees Board of Directors.  He has provided  
excellent leadership for the KCPR Board. 
 
The KARSP Executive Board will begin searching 
for Harvey's replacement, and they plan to have the 
position filled by January 1, 2016.    
 
CONVENTION EVALUATION 
 
Each convention attendee was asked to evaluate all 
the parts of the convention on a scale of 1 to 5 with 
5 being the best.  The results were as follows: 
 
Overall rating of the entire convention --  4.91 
Cook out -------------------------------------  4.69 
Entertainment -------------------------------  4.43 
 
Speakers 
Dr. Mirta Martin ----------------------------  5.04 
Larry Hatteberg -----------------------------  4.90 
Alan Conroy --------------------------------   4.56 
Judge Tommy Webb -----------------------  4.89 
 
All four meals -------------------------------  4.22 
Memorial Service ---------------------------  4.89 
Hospitality Room ---------------------------  4.92 
Exhibits --------------------------------------   4.25 
Game Room ---------------------------------   4.50 
 
 

(continued on page 3) 



 

 

CONVENTION EVALUATION  (continued from page 2) 
 
The evaluation form also asked, “What was the best part 
of the convention?”  Here are just a few of the responses. 
 
 The fellowship as well as a well-planned convention.  

Wonderful people and fellowship with them. 
 The people, speakers, games … it was fantastic. 
 Liked it all.  Everything. 
 Guest speakers were good.  Food was very good. 
 Great speakers and music. 
 OUTSTANDING!!  The humor and friendliness. 
 What a great uplifting experience to attend a KARSP 

convention. 
 
“What was your overall evaluation of the convention?” 
 
 The whole convention was run very smoothly. 
 The entertainment was certainly enjoyable. 
 Glad we had such nice meals. 
 Thanks for all of the effort given so willingly to make 

this a great convention. 
 Everyone was so nice. 
 All hotel staff was great. 
 As always the convention was excellently  
      organized - great diversity in programs. 
 Karen's leadership skills along with her committee 

made a well-organized convention. 
 Best entertainment I remember you ever having. 
 Loved entertainment. 
 Really enjoyed my first KARSP convention.  Will 

definitely plan to return. 
 

The KARSP Board of Directors sincerely hope that many 
of our readers will plan to attend the 2016 convention on 
June 8 - 10 in Hutchinson.  Certainly one can tell by 
these comments that our conventions are fun and worth-
while.  You will certainly have a great time.  Go mark 
your calendar right now. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF JUNE BOARD  
MEETING 
 
 Brilla Scott presented a letter of appreciation from 

Governor Brownback for KARSP volunteer hours.  
She also reported that the KARSP office will be  

      moving to the Kansas Association of School Boards  
      building at 1420 SW Arrowhead Road, Suite 100,  in 
      Topeka. 
 Harvey Ludwick, Lobbyist, reported the governor 

signed SB 228 authorizing $1 billion in pension  

 
 

      bonds.  This will immediately lower the UAL, 
      and improve the funding ratio.  The governor 
      also signed new legislation on “working after 
      retirement” rules for KPERS members and  
      employees beginning July 1, 2016.  In the past 
      it was easy to underfund KPERS to solve 
      financial problems.  Why this didn’t happen  
      again this year is Ernie Claudel and the  
      Coalition doing a fantastic job working with the 
      Legislature to see this didn't happen.  A COLA 
      was not obtained this legislative session, but 
      preservation of our funding source has been 
      important. 
 Ron Gardner, Legislative Chair, reported that 

not all lobbyists are well funded. Alan Conroy 
will speak about KPERS at the convention. 

 Virgil Funk, Membership Chair, reported there 
are 3,530 active members with 980 being Gen-
eral Kansas members.  Virgil is in his office 
Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons. 

 Karen Pulaski presented the convention booklet 
and the changes noted.  There are 151 registered 
for the convention.  Future convention dates are 
June 8-10, 2016 and June 7-9, 2017. 

 Gary and Peggy Hughes, co-community service 
chairs, gave the Community Service report. 
KARSP  members gave a total of 384,867  

      volunteer hours with 82,361 of those hours to  
      the youth of Kansas.  That amounts to  
      $8,878,882.60.  Of that total $1,900,068.00 was  
      time with our youth. 
 All District Directors reported on visiting the 

units in their districts. 
 Leo Lake, Historian, reported on progress of the 

KARSP room at the Kansas Teachers Hall of 
Fame.  He is acquiring information on KARSP 
past presidents that will be available on the 
computer in the KARSP room. 

 President Nancy Murry stated that the next 
KARSP Board meeting will be October 8 - 9, 
2015. 

 Bob Grover, Vice President announced KARSP 
Board meetings for 2016:  January 28-29, June 
8, and the October meeting will be determined 
at a later date. 

 Nancy Murry, President, distributed copies of 
the Operational Handbook.  Job descriptions 
were discussed and changes made by consensus 
of the board.  With these changes, Brilla Scott 
will send the board a revised copy of the Hand-
book. 



 

  
KARSP Convention - June 10, 11 and 12, 2015 - Atrium Hotel, Hutchinson, KS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING 
 
The following action was taken at the general business 
meeting at the convention. 
 
 President Nancy Murry convened the business 

meeting at 10:40. 
 Dianne Sisk, Secretary, read the June 26, 2014 

Convention Business Meeting minutes.  They were 
approved. 

 Treasurer Kay Dundas presented the 2015  
      Treasurer's report.  Revenue from dues are down  
      slightly.  Treasurer's report was approved. 
 Bob Grover, Vice President, gave the State of 

KARSP report.  He thanked Karen Pulaski and the 
Convention Committee for their work.  He an-
nounced $3,200.00 was raised at the auction last 
year for the KARSP Foundation.  Three $500 
grants were given to Kansas teachers.  Four grants 
will be given this year.  KARSP local units pro-
vided more than $20,000 in scholarships.  Bob re-
ported that the association is in stable financial con-
dition, and thanked Kay Dundas, Treasurer, for his 
years of service.  Kay will retire at the end of this 
year.  On February 4, 175 members of KARSP and 
the Kansas Coalition of Retired Public Employees 
attended a rally in Topeka.  The Legislative Com-
mittee determined a platform for the 2015 Kansas 
Legislature. Lynda Wheeler, Community Service 
Chair, stepped down after many years of excellent 
service. 

 A Communications Guidelines Committee was 
formed.  AMBA and Premier Travel continue to 

      offer many opportunities to members.  Members 
      stay current by reading the Meadowlark.   
 KARSP continues to represent us in the Legislature 

and advocates for KPERS. 
 Nancy Murry shared an appreciation letter from the 

governor on KARSP volunteer hours for the past 
year. 

 Harvey Ludwick, Ron Gardner and Ernie Claudel 
presented reports of Legislative and Coalition  

      activities.  Harvey reported the governor signed SB 
      228 authorizing $1 billion in pension bonds. 
 Ron Gardner, Chair Legislative Committee, reports 

the State Supreme Court finds Kansas was under-
funding school  districts.  Schools and courts are 
not the cause of the $400 million budget gap.  The 
problem lies with well-funded lobbyists, and  

      unfriendly legislators who signed the no tax pledge  
      that put us in the deep hole. 

 Ernie Claudel suggested we keep pressure on  
      legislators in your areas of interest, help find  
      viable legislative candidates, and don't let up on  
      the COLA issue.  These comments are his, not  
      the KPERS Board. 
 
The members elected the following persons for the 
2016 year: 
 
 President ------------ Bob Grover 
 Vice President ------ Kay Schenk 
 Secretary ------------ Dianne Sisk 
 Treasurer ------------ Gary Price 
 District 1 Director -- Joan Barhydt 
 District 3 Director -- Vic Sisk 
 District 5 Director -- Chris Hutton 
 
President Nancy Murry adjourned the meeting. 
   
FINAL REMINDER 
 
KARSP prides itself that it offers benefits to students, 
to current teachers, and to retired school personnel.  
Each year local units provide scholarships to college 
students throughout Kansas.  Traditionally about 
$20,000 is presented to Kansas students planning to go 
into education. 
 
The KARSP Foundation presents $500 grants to 
teachers who have programs to help students.  When 
this program was started, the Foundation gave one 
$500 grant.  At the last convention four $500 grants 
were awarded to teachers around Kansas. 
 
The Meadowlark announces the scholarship winners 
in the September issue.  Many units have turned in the 
names of the student(s) who received scholarships 
from that unit.  If your unit has not reported your win-
ner(s), please do so by August 14. 
 
The  following information is needed: 
 
 Name of your unit. 
 Name(s) of the student(s). 
 Amount of money award to each student. 
 College the student(s) will be attending. 
 
Please send this information to angelhouse1@cox.net.  



 

 

KCPR UPDATE 
 
At the July meeting of KCPR, the discussions of the Capitol action were at the forefront.  We discussed the current uncertainty which exists 
because of the various litigation regarding several actions coming out of the recent legislative session.  We also discussed the possibility of 
pre-filing a COLA bill and the possibilities of a rally in its support. 
 
A summary of the legislation passed and signed into law in an attempt to make up the Kansas tax revenue shortage is as follows: 
 
 Increases the state sales tax to 6.5% (generates $164 million) 
 Hikes tobacco taxes by 50 cents per pack (generates $40 million) 
 Retains an exemption passed in 2012 for 330,000 businesses which shields income for these LLC's from taxation, including owners  
        salary and draws 
 Wipes out itemized deductions, except for charitable contributions (yielding $97 million) 
 Retains the Food Sales Tax Credit program but drops plans to LOWER the sales tax on food to 4.95% 
 Continues the Governor's “March to Zero” on income taxes by accelerating the triggering the mechanism that will force even further 

income tax rate reductions in 2019 
 Taxes guaranteed payments by LLC's (a move widely panned as easily avoided by a decent accountant) 
 Amnesty for delinquent tax payers (estimated to generate $30 million) 
 Drops all reference to a commission appointed to examine and then possible sunset the myriad of state sales tax exemptions 
 Creates a lid on property taxes at the local level that requires a vote of the people each time that property values increase 
 
The notion that KPERS funds count as increased funding for schools was rejected.  The court noted these funds are nothing more than a pass-
through line item on the books as they only spend a matter of hours in the district accounts and cannot be spent on any other aspect of district 
operations. 
 
District reserve funds have repeatedly been cited by the state as the basis for the argument that schools have plenty of money but are choosing 
not to spend it.  The court tore those arguments apart in the opinion, specifically mentioning that districts exercising best practice judgment 
by keeping funds in reserve to maintain cash flow,  solvency,  and preparation for emergencies should not be penalized by a state that has 
failed to do the same. 
 
Ernie Claudel and Ron Gardner 

   August 2015 


