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It is important for school leaders to try to stay up to date on happenings in the Legislature this 
week as House and Senate committees will be busy voting on and hearing numerous education 
bills and schedules could change on a moment’s notice. 
 
On Monday, the Senate Education Committee will consider SB 47, which would create the 
student opportunity scholarship program. This would grant students who graduate a year early 
a scholarship equal to 95 percent of base aid that would be paid to the postsecondary 
institution the student attends. The committee has scheduled final action on the measure 
Wednesday. 
 
Also on Monday, the House Education Committee will hear HB 2233, which would require 
school districts provide a $500 stipend for teachers for classroom supplies, and the House 
Judiciary Committee will hear HB 2219, which would require governmental bodies to record 
their proceedings and make them available to the public. 
 
SB 9, which would make up a missed payment to the Kansas Public Employees Retirement 
System for $115 million, will starts its way in the House with a hearing Tuesday before House 
Appropriations. 
 
Also on Tuesday, the Senate Education Committee will vote on SB 16, which would authorize 
school districts to expend at-risk funds on evidence-based learning programs. The bill was 
requested by the Jobs for America’s Graduates-Kansas program. And the committee will vote 
on SB 128, which would require at least nine safety drills by schools per year. The committee 
also will hold a hearing on SB 148, which seeks to amend requirements for school board 
requests for proposals for construction and repair projects.  
 
Also on Tuesday, HB 2257, dealing with school bullying, will be considered by the House K-12 
Education Budget Committee. 
 
The House Taxation Committee on Tuesday will take up the Senate-approved SB 22, which 
would cut taxes by more than $400 million over three years, mostly for corporations.  
 
On Wednesday, Senate Education will vote on SB 47, House Education will hold a hearing on 
HB 2183, which would require a computer science course for high school graduation, and 
House K-12 Education Budget will possibly vote on HB 2150, which would allow private school 
vouchers for students who say they were bullied, and HB 2018, which is similar to SB 16, 
dealing with the expenditures of at-risk funds. 
 
Scheduled for Thursday is a final vote on SB 148 in Senate Education.  
 
During the fifth week of the legislative session, the House rejected a proposal by Gov. Laura 
Kelly to reamortize KPERS, while SB 7, which would allow school boards to elect their leaders 
in January instead of July, was approved by the Senate Ethics, Elections and Local Government 
Committee. 



 
The House Education Committee also heard HB 2166 which would require high schools offer a 
course on financial literacy and all students pass the course to graduate. The committee has 
taken no action on this measure yet.  
 


