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Lots of hearings were held this past week on education bills, few measures 

advanced, but Monday is a key day when many bills may be considered and 

voted on in committees. 

 

The flurry of activity is because of the Legislature’s Thursday Turnaround, 

which is the deadline when all bills from non-exempt committees must be 

forwarded by their chamber of origin to survive.  

 

Monday is the final day for committee meetings before Turnaround and 

Tuesday and Wednesday will feature all-day sessions in the House and 

Senate.  

 

The hard work of providing K-12 funding to address the Kansas Supreme 

Court ruling to increase funding to account for inflation will apparently be 

worked on during  the second part of the 2019 legislative session. 

 

The first bill of the session reached Gov. Laura Kelly’s desk — SB 9, which 

would make up a $115 million missed payment to the school group of the 

Kansas Public Employees Retirement System. The measure wasn’t part of 

Kelly’s budget plan, but given the unanimous consent in both the House and 

Senate, it will likely become law.  

 

A proposal by Kelly, a Democrat, to refinance KPERS and free up state 

general revenue fund dollars, however, was defeated in the House and 

Republicans who dominate the House and Senate seem intent on approving 

a nearly $190 million tax cut, three-fourths of which would go toward 

corporations. It is likely Kelly, who has said fixing school finance is one of her 



top issues, would veto such a cut. 

 

Measures that have gained Senate committee approval include SB 7, which 

would allow school boards to elect their board officers in January instead of 

July; SB 128, which would require schools have four fire drills, three crisis 

drills and two tornado drills per school year and SB 16, allowing school 

districts to expend at-risk funds on evidence-based learning programs. These 

bills are now before the full Senate. 

 

Two bills tightening up procedures aimed at stopping bullying (HB 2257 and 

HB 2330) have received hearings as has HB 2150, which would allow private 

school vouchers for students who witnessed bullying or were bullied. 

Committee action on these bills may happen Monday. 

 

HB 2166, which would have allowed a financial literacy course to substitute 

for a high school math requirement, failed to gain approval in the House 

Education Committee. HB 2183, allowing a computer course, HB 2288, 

dealing with freedom of religion in schools and HB 2233, requiring school 

districts provide $500 stipends for each teacher, have all been heard by the 

House Education Committee and could be voted on Monday. 

 

Agendas for Monday for the House Education Committee, K-12 Education 

Budget Committee and Senate Education Committee say “Final action on 

bills previously heard.” 

 

It is important for education advocates to stay up to date on these bills in 

committee and also any education bill on the floor of the House and Senate 

since they could be amended. 

  



 


