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During the second week of the legislative session, committees started 
diving into Gov. Laura Kelly’s K-12 funding proposal and heard from 
numerous advocates for increased funding for mental health and child 
welfare services. 
 
In the upcoming week, a confrontation will be front and center as the 
new Senate Select Committee on Federal Tax Code Implementation will 
consider Senate Bill 22, which would give some Kansans a tax break by 
allowing state itemized deductions while taking the standard federal 
deduction. The committee has scheduled a hearing on the bill for 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday with possible committee final action 
planned for Thursday.  
 
Senate President Susan Wagle, R-Wichita, who is considering a run for 
U.S. Senate, has made passage of this bill one of her top priorities. She 
appointed the committee to take up the measure, appointed herself chair 
and said in a tweet the purpose of the committee was to recommend 
approval of the legislation. It is unclear how much the cut would total, 
although estimates are in the $80 million to $120 million range. Gov. 
Kelly has urged legislators to hold off any tax cuts, saying the state’s 
finances remain fragile and there are numerous other budgetary needs, 
such as schools, social services and public safety. 
 
Meanwhile, the House K-12 Education Budget Committee received an 
overview of the proposal by the State Board of Education and Kelly to 
phase in $360 million over four years for schools and will continue 
discussing it. Kelly’s funding plan is contained within SB 44 and HB 2078. 
This coming week, the K-12 committee also will receive briefings on the 
School Mental Health Intervention pilot program and an audit that 
showed the state’s underfunding of special education. 
 
Also on the education front, Gov. Kelly re-established the Governor’s 
Education Council. The council will be chaired by former Kansas City 
USD 500 superintendent Cynthia Lane and Dodge City USD 443 



Superintendent Fred Dierksen. Many of the members of the new council 
are the same as those who served on Gov. Jeff Colyer’s Education Council, 
which he set up last year. The new council’s first meeting will be 
Wednesday. And late Friday, the final report of the Legislative Task Force 
on Dyslexia was released. It can be accessed 
at http://www.kslegresearch.org/KLRD-
web/Publications/CommitteeReports/2018CommitteeReports/legis_tf_
dyslexia-cr.pdf 
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