
February 11, 2019 

Just when people started complaining that things were moving at a 
snail’s pace during the 2019 legislative session, action picked up quickly 
this past week. 
 
The Senate on a 26-14 voted approved SB 22, which supporters, such as 
Senate President Susan Wagle, R-Wichita, said was needed for Kansans 
to avoid state tax increases due to federal tax changes. 
 
Democrats, led by Gov. Laura Kelly, said the bill was irresponsible and 
would throw the budget, including school funding, into chaos, as had 
happened when former Gov. Sam Brownback cut taxes in 2012. The 
legislation has a significant fiscal impact that could affect the state’s 
ability to increase school funding. The measure would cut taxes by $190 
million in the next fiscal year with more than 70 percent of that 
benefitting national corporations. 
 
SB 22 received only Republican support with all 11 Democrats, two 
Republicans and one unaffiliated senator voting against it. It nows goes 
to the House. No hearings have been scheduled yet in the House Taxation 
Committee. 
 
If it were to reach Kelly’s desk in the current form, she would likely veto 
it and it is unlikely there are enough votes to override a veto.  
 
Meanwhile, Kelly’s plan to phase in $360 million in additional school 
funding — SB 44 —  received the blessing of plaintiff school districts in 
the Gannon lawsuit. The districts, represented by Schools for Fair 
Funding, said they would settle the litigation if the Legislature approved 
Kelly’s plan without amendments. 
 
Republicans on the Senate Select Committee on Education Finance 
expressed skepticism and a bill was later introduced in the Senate that 
would fund one year of Kelly’s plan. The hearing on SB 44 is set to 
continue this week. 



 
A number of other education bills are scheduled for hearings this week. 
Here is a rundown and summary of those bills: 
 
SB 128 — Requiring at least nine safety drills to be conducted annually 
by schools. 1:30 p.m. Monday before the Senate Education Committee. 
 
SB 9 — Making $115 million payment to the Kansas Public Employees 
Retirement System. 9 a.m. Tuesday before the House Appropriations 
Committee. 
 
HB 2166 — Requiring personal financial literacy courses for high school 
graduation. 1:30 p.m. Tuesday before the House Education Committee. 
 
SB 44 — Gov. Kelly’s school funding plan. 1:30 p.m. Senate Select 
Committee on Education Finance.  
 
HB 2197 — Amortizing the state and school KPERS accrued liability over 
a 30-year period. 9 a.m. Wednesday before the House Financial 
Institutions and Pensions Committee. 
 
Dyslexia Task Force update before House and Senate education 
committees 1:30 p.m. Wednesday. 
 
HB 2108 — Authorizing school districts to expend at-risk education 
funds on evidence-based learning programs. 3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
before the House K-12 Education Budget Committee. 
 
HB 2150 — Enacting the Kansas hope scholarship act. 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday before the House K-12 Education Budget Committee. 

  

 


