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January begins a new year with some new leaders in  

KARSP. New leaders and a new year suggest change, 

and that is healthy for an organization at a time when 

our society is experiencing continuous, sometimes 

tumultuous, change. Also, in this election year all 

members of the Kansas Legislature will be elected.  

 

Six new members of the KARSP Board of Directors will 

join me in new positions at our first Board meeting 

January 28-29 in Hutchinson.  Fortunately, we have a 

foundation of veteran Board members with a great deal 

of KARSP experience and the continuing staff leader-

ship of Executive Director Brilla Scott, Meadowlark 

Editor Duane Anstine, Membership Services Coordi-

inator Virgil Funk, and Lobbyist Harvey Ludwick.  

 

It’s important that KARSP moves ahead intentionally in 

these challenging times - challenging because our state 

government has made decisions that have reduced 

revenue so that all state government services are facing 

cuts - education prominent among them. Since KPERS 

is governed by and partially financed by the Kansas 

Legislature, this 2016 election is of critical importance 

to educators - presently employed and retired.  

 

Because our elected officials play a key role in the 

future of Kansas education, we must be aware of events 

occurring in the Kansas Legislature this year. We must 

be alert to the votes of our representatives in state 

government and hold them accountable. For that reason, 

my motto for KARSP this year is “Engage in 

government.”  

 

As teachers we were required to remain nonpartisan in 

our teaching, and we can remain nonpartisan as we 

engage in government. It matters not our party  

affiliation; our concern is our state educational system, 

pre-K through higher education. Our educational 

system is an essential infrastructure that prepares our 

citizens for the future. With our career - long 

experience in education, who are better informed on 

educational issues that we? 

 

Although our KARSP membership is retired, we still 

have a keen interest in education - we devoted our 

professional lives to the education of youth, and we 

have a huge investment of our time, talents, and energy 

in Kansas education at all levels.  

 

I have lived in several states, but I have been a Kansas 

resident nearly 32 years and consider it my home state. 

I’m especially disturbed by the current state leadership 

that wants to cut school funding, privatize (or at least 

change) the KPERS system, diminish the role of 

KNEA and teachers in decision-making, and privatize 

education at all levels.  

 

In these challenging times, what is the role of KARSP? 

What should we continue to do? What should we do 

differently? To address these questions, the Board of 

Directors will dedicated a portion of our January Board 

meeting to a strategic planning session led by consul-

tants from ESSDACK. We’ll revisit our mission and 

lay plans for the next several years. We’ll report the 

results to you in our next Meadowlark. 

 

THINGS TO DO 
 

1. Put June 8, 9, and 10 on your calendar for the  

      KARSP Convention in Hutchinson. 

2. Nominate a deserving person for the Kansas  

      Teachers' Hall of Fame. 

3. Inform your friends that are still teaching about  

      applying for a KARSP $500 grant. 

4. Put January 20 on your calendar for the Rally in  

      Topeka. 

5.   Recruit SEVERAL new members for KARSP. 
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1-800-258-7041 
www.myAMBAbenefits.info/karsp 

New memberships or renewals are $15.00 per year. 

If you have a change of address, please contact us by 

mail, phone, or e-mail. 

KARSP 

1420 SW Arrowhead, Suite 100, Topeka, Kansas 66604 

(785)232-8788 

karsp@karsp.org or membership@karsp.org 

or visit us at www.karsp.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Dependable Benefits. Trusted Partner. 

611 S KANSAS AVENUE, SUITE 100 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 66603 

(785)296-6166 OR (888)275-5737 

Premier World Discovery 
 

 

 
2615 190th Street, Suite 200 

Redondo Beach, CA 90278 

Ph: 877-953-8687 

Check KARSP website for tours: 

http://www.karsp.org 

 
KTHOF NONIMATIONS DUE 
 

The Kansas Teachers' Hall of Fame is now accepting 

nominations for the 2016 award.  The deadline for  

receiving nominations is February 15.  The nominees 

must be or have been classroom teachers or  

administrators. 

 

The nominees and inductees must meet the following 

high standards and criteria: 

 

 Taught in Kansas for 25 years or more 

 Show evidence of outstanding teaching and or  

      administration 

 Show evidence of positive interactions with  

      students and parents 

 Possess qualities that set him/her apart from  

      other professionals 

 Demonstrate continued pursuit of educational  

      opportunities throughout his/her career 

 Share ideas through  professional activities for  

      parents, teachers, and/or administrators 

 Show evidence of educational recognition and 

awards from others 

 

The Kansas Teachers' Hall of Fame was the first state 

teachers' hall of fame in the United States having 

started in 1977.  The Hall is dedicated to preserving the 

history and pedagogy of early and current public  

education in Kansas and to honoring great educators 

throughout Kansas. 

 

To nominate a deserving person for this great honor, go 

to www.teachershallfamedodgecityks.org and look to 

the right-hand side of the web page.  Click on “KTHF 

Nomination Form” and print a copy.  Follow the  

directions on the form.  A form can also be provided by 

writing to Kansas Teachers' Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 

1674, Dodge City, Ks 67801. 

 

The Kansas Teachers' Hall of Fame is a very interest-

ing place to visit.  A former rural school has been 

moved to the site and restored with the original furnish-

ings.  The Hall itself is very interesting with the 

KARSP room and the photo board.  Why not plan a trip 

to Dodge City?  It will be worth your trip. 

 

 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP IS VITAL 
 

Membership is vital to any organization, and 

KARSP is no exception.  KARSP members work 

together to offer programs and services important to 

all of us.  Of most importance, is the protection and 

improvement of our KPERS.  We also work with 

Premier World Discovery to offer travel opportuni-

ties at reduced cost, and with AMBA to offer many, 

many other benefits.  KARSP also has a terrific 

convention each June, and a newsletter is presented 

monthly.  Each year the KARSP Foundation pre-

sents several $500 grants to teachers not yet retired. 

 

With these and many other benefits, KARSP has 

approximately 4,000 members.  It seems many of 

us are not very good recruiters.  Is everyone telling 

non-members what a great organization KARSP is?  

Are the dues too high?  Dues are $1.25 a month!  

That's less than a cup of coffee.  Surely everyone 

can afford that $15 a year.  (Local units have their 

own dues.) 

 

It is the responsibility of every KARSP member to 

talk to other retired school personnel about being a 

supporting member of KARSP.  They can't say it's 

too expensive.  They can't say they don't want to go 

to meetings.  They don't have to go.  They can't say 

the legislature and the governor treat us fine as it is.  

They can't say KARSP doesn't save me any money.  

If the benefits are used, a member can save much 

more than the dues. 

 

There are literally THOUSANDS of potential  

members out there.  Please give them the opportu-

nity to be KARSP members.  We need them, and 

they need us.  Call them now, or better go see them.  

Every member is important and is needed. 

 

FOR STRENGTH, WE NEED YOU! 
 

KARSP FOUNDATION GRANT TIME 
 

Gary Slimmer, chairperson of the Foundation, has  

announced that applications are being accepted for the 

grants to be awarded at KARSP's Convention in June.  

The mission statement of the Foundation is: “To improve 

and enrich the educational opportunities for students in 

Kansas through the awarding of grants.”  The grants will 

go to persons for creative/innovative projects that directly 

impact students. 

 

The applicant must be employed by a public school in 

Kansas.  Applicants need to be certified PreK-12 teachers 

and/or administrators, a teacher and/or administrator in a 

community college, a state university, or be a member of 

the support staff in a PreK-12 public school, community, 

college, or university. 

 

Applications are available at any Superintendent's office 

or online at www.karsp.org.  To be considered for a 

grant, the application must be postmarked by February 

19. 

 

Ready for Some Traveling? 
 

Check out the trips available with your KARSP member-

ship at www.karsp.org for some great traveling to warm 

your winter! Here is the next trip that is available to you! 

 

Gardens & Mansions  

(New Orleans & Cajun Country) 
February 28, 2016 (7 days) 

 

                    •3 Nights in the French Quarter 

                      •French Quarter Walking Tour 

                      •Steamboat Natchez Cruise 

                      •Café du Monde 

                      •Court of Two Sisters Dinner 

                      •New Orleans School of Cooking 

                      •New Orleans City Tour 

                      •Longue Vue Gardens & House 

                      •Baton Rouge 

                      •Natchez Area Tour 

                      •Antebellum Mansion Visits (2) 

                      •Bayou Cruise 

                      •Vermilionville 

                      •Jean Lafitte Cultural Center 

                      •Avery Island - Tabasco Factory 

 

 

 

 

If you have an email address, don't forget to  

notify the KARSP office at karsp@karsp.org or 

785-232-8788. Your e-newsletter will be in color 

and normally arrives a few days before regular 

mail delivers a hard copy. 

mailto:karsp@karsp.org


 

 

KCPR UPDATE - DECEMBER 
 

1. The “KPERS RETIREES UNITED RALLY,” sponsored by Kansas Coalition of Public Retirees is scheduled for  

      Wednesday, January 20 at 10:00 AM on the First Floor of the Capitol (but you will be entering on the ground floor).  

      Arrivals for the Rally will be met once they pass through security by our hosts who will be wearing the black KCPR  

      T shirts.  They will have information sheets and direct you to the Rally site. 

2. Your goal should be to make every attempt possible to contact your legislator while you are in Topeka.  If this means  

      missing the Rally in order to speak with your legislator, that will be fine. 

3. The primary purpose of a Rally is to make a show of concern regarding KPERS.  Our desire is to put as many of our  

      supporters in the Capitol on that day as possible.  This is a visual show of support! 

4. KCPR will be submitting a bill calling for a graduated 3% COLA.  While we realize that with the money shortage in  

      Topeka, this might seem like an inopportune time, the excuse repeated year after year by the legislature is that they can't  

      afford such a raise.  It seems unwise of us not to make the request. 

5. Ample parking is available at the Topeka Expo Center at 19th and Topeka.  A shuttle will run from 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

from this location.  We suggest that for those arriving by bus and those carpooling, have your driver deliver you to the 

north entrance off the circle drive. 

6.   Please plan to wear black. 

7.   No signs or banners are allowed in the Capitol. 

8. There will be two metal detectors at the one entrance.  In order to pass through this entrance, it is in everyone's best  

      interest to bring a minimum of items that may set the alarm off and require delays for all. 

9. There will be a bus coming from the Wyandotte County, Johnson County, Olathe areas.  The cost will be $10.  For more  

      details and arrangements, call Ernie Claudel at 913-481-6923 or Susan Schram at 913-492-5334. 

 

HOPE TO SEE MANY OF YOU AT THE RALLY ON JANUARY 20 AT 10:00 AM 

   January 2016 


