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NANCY'S NOTES 
Nancy Murry 

KARSP President 

 
Thank you notes may seem like a habit of an 

older generation.  So I have made a part of this 

article to be a “thank you” to everyone that 

was involved and attended the 63rd Annual Convention of 

KARSP.  It would take another article to list all that were 

involved.  I have to give a special thanks to those who went 

the extra mile------Karen Pulaski (convention chair), the 

Burger Boys (Jay, Larrie, Jim and John) frying hamburgers 

and weiners in 100 degree weather, and the KARSP Board 

that accepts the fact that I will always mess around with 

Robert (Roberts Rules of Order for Dummies). 

 

I guess I should send a thank you note to the state legislature 

for finally ending this year's session.  We can't afford 

another million dollars to keep the legislature in session any 

longer.  The food sales tax is now the second highest in the 

United States.  I am still afraid that schools will still face 

further cuts.  A quote from Rep. Jack Timesch, “At the end 

of the day we have got to fund Kansas whether we like our 

governor or not.  I voted for it because it was the only way 

to keep the governor from having to do allotments.”  It's 

human nature that we value good services.  The key task in 

every legislative session is that the governor and the 

lawmakers must find a balance. 

 

The Fourth of July celebrating the birthday of our country is 

coming soon.  I was worried that the Kansas Legislature 

would take until July 1.  No fireworks or parades for 

celebrating this year.  No Liberty Bell saying, “Liberty 

throughout the land, Liberty to all the people!”  The original 

thirteen colonies were like little separate countries.  Good 

grief, now Kansas seems to be like a separate state.  The 

word Congress means “coming together.”  Will this ever 

take place in Topeka?  Will there ever be another likeness 

similar to Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin, or John Adams?  

I guess we still need to go out and ring those bells on July 

Fourth.  There is still hope for Kansas. 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 OFFICERS ELECTED 
 

The following persons were elected to start their terms on 

January 1, 2016: 

 

 President---------------Bob Grover 

 Vice President---------Kay Schenk 

 Secretary---------------Dianne Sisk 

 Treasurer---------------Gary Price 

 District 1 Director----Joan Barhydt 

 District 3 Director----Vic Sisk 

 District 5 Director----Chris Hutton 

 

Congratulations to all these KARSP members who will be 

our leaders.  We must all give them support and 

encouragement. 

 

KARSP OFFICE IS MOVING! 
 

Beginning July 1, 2015, the address for the KARSP office 

is .... 

 

Kansas Association of Retired School Personnel 
1420 SW Arrowhead, Suite 100 

Topeka KS 66604 

Ph: 785-232-8788 

 

Our office is located in the United School Administrators 

of Kansas suite at the Kansas Association of School Boards 

building in west Topeka, near the Wanamaker Corridor. 

 

The KARSP/USA office will be closed Monday, June 29, 

through Friday, July 3, for the move into our new office 

suite.  (The office ordinarily would be closed on July 3 for 

the Fourth of July weekend.)  Plans are for the office to 

reopen on Monday, July 6. 

     EMAIL MEADOWLARK 
If you are not receiving your Meadowlark via email 

and would like to do so, please email karsp@karsp.org.  

The email edition comes before the snail mail edition 

plus the pictures are in color.  The email delivery also 

saves KARSP money. 



 

 

 

 

 

           

     

The Meadowlark is an official publication of the 

Kansas Association of Retired School Personnel. 

 

Nancy Murry, President              (620) 665-7054 

Bob Grover, Vice President             (620) 343-1072 

Dianne Sisk, Secretary              (785) 749-4601 

Kay Dundas, Treasurer              (620) 663-6726 

Carol Bingle, Past President             (620) 278-3015 

Duane Anstine, Editor              (620) 662-3733 

Brilla Highfill Scott, Executive Director     (785) 232-8788 

Virgil Funk, Membership              (785) 233-1916 

Harvey Ludwick, Lobbyist             (785) 242-7648 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1-800-258-7041 
www.myAMBAbenefits.info/karsp 

New memberships or renewals are $15.00 per year. 

If you have a change of address, please contact us by 

mail, phone, or e-mail. 

KARSP 

1420 SW Arrowhead, Suite 100, Topeka, Kansas 66604 

(785)232-8788 

karsp@karsp.org or membership@karsp.org 

or visit us at www.karsp.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Dependable Benefits. Trusted Partner. 

611 S KANSAS AVENUE, SUITE 100 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 66603 

(785)296-6166 OR (888)275-5737 

Premier World Discovery 
 

 

 
2615 190th Street, Suite 200 

Redondo Beach, CA 90278 

Ph: 877-953-8687 

Check KARSP website for tours: 

http://www.karsp.org 

LEGISLATIVE HAPPENINGS 
 

Harvey Ludwick, Ron Gardner, and Ernie Claudel reported 

on the legislature and the Coalition.  Harvey said the plan is 

to sell $1 billion in bonds if the rate is 5% or under.  This 

would lower the unfunded liability.  KPERS will not pay 

back the bonds.  That is the legislature's responsibility. 

 

The Coalition's meeting will happen after the Meadowlark is 

completed this month so that report will come next month. 

 

Everyone at the convention expressed appreciation to Harvey, 

Ron, and Ernie for their continuing hard work on behalf of all 

of us.  Retirees didn't get the COLA that they certainly  

deserve, but these leaders prevented several things that would 

have been harmful from happening. 

 

ARE YOU BENEFITING FROM YOUR 

BENEFITS? 
 

At a recent Board of Directors meeting, Virgil Funk urged us 

all to really look over all the benefits that Association Mem-

ber Benefits Advisors (AMBA) offers to all KARSP mem-

bers.  Virgil related that his wife and he recently stayed at a 

LaQuinta Inn.  After receiving an AARP discount, he men-

tioned he was an AMBA member.  He then received an  

additional discount.  Joyce and Virgil were impressed with 

how easy it was to save money. 

 

As members travel, a car rental may be necessary.  The Avis 

discount code is AWD#G725000.  Budget Car Rental dis-

count code is (BCD)X925500  The Hertz code is 

CDP#1860896.  Check your AMBA list for other savings.  

Check www.myAMBAbenefits.info/karsp to see what bene-

fits are available. 

BEST PART OF THE CONVENTION 
 

The 2015 KARSP Convention was really a great experience 

for everyone who attended.  Several were asked what was the 

best part of the convention.  The usual response was,  “It was 

all great!”  Other comments included these: 

 

Myrna Floray said, “I really liked ALL the speakers, and I 

loved the string quartet.” 

 

Lela Heacock especially liked getting to see everyone and 

the string quartet. 

 

Nancy Warren said, “I really loved the friendly atmosphere 

and seeing good friends.” 
(continued on page 3) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEST PART OF THE CONVENTION 
                                                                    (continued from page 2) 

Pam Williams liked the great speakers and meeting many 

new people. 

 

A first time convention attender, Cruz Jasso said, “The   

entertainment was terrific and the socialization was great.  

I'll be back next year.” 

 

“We are so privileged to have such great speakers.” com-

mented Verda Hemphill. 

 

Glenn Biberstein thought the cook out was great, and all the 

speakers were fantastic. 

 

Kay Miller was really impressed with Dr. Mirta Martin.   

Buck McClain also thought Dr. Martin brought us a great 

message.  Janet Claudel agreed and said all the speakers 

were great. 

 

Melba Gleason's favorite speaker was Larry Hatteberg, and 

Connie Sewell thought Alan Conroy was excellent.  They 

both enjoyed all the people. 

 

Virginia Farrier commented, “The part I enjoy the most is 

getting to see friends and making new friends.” 

 

Lila and Albert Thayer really enjoyed the casualness and 

friendliness. 

 

Janet and Harley Broers, Myrna Floray and Ann Heider 

all felt it was great to meet so many new people and hear 

such wonderful speakers.  Trudy Shirley agreed and said, 

“The professional discussion has been wonderful.” 

 

Lynda Wheeler when asked, “What was the best thing about 

the convention?” responded, “The convention!  I am  

addicted.” 

 

Elaine Carder especially liked Dr. Martin and the string 

quartet.  Cheri Moser also liked Dr. Martin as well as Larry 

Hatteberg. 
 

Barbara Skinner said, “I loved the people and the fellow-

ship.”  Betty Ludwick really enjoyed the music at the cook 

out and at the dinner meeting.  Jewel Thoman enjoyed the 

cook out, visiting with friends, and the legislative update. 

 

A regular at KARSP Conventions, Janice Colvin said she 

appreciated Dr. Martin and loved the game room.  Gary  

Price said the networking was great and the speakers  

were outstanding. 

INSPIRING SPEECH 
 

When Judge Tommy Webb finished his presentation, there 

was not time to ask people what their favorite part of the 

convention was.  However, be assured that he was fantas-

tic!  Nearly everyone was brought to tears as he shared his 

life with us.  He was born in Korea to a prostitute that he 

never saw sober.  He doesn't know his birthday so he  

doesn't know exactly how old he is. 

 

At approximately seven years old, he was fortunate to be 

sent to an orphanage in Korea that a wonderful man from 

Oregon established.  That was the first time he had ever 

brushed his teeth.  He ate the toothpaste because he was so 

hungry.  After six months at the orphanage and weighing 

39 pounds, he was adopted by the Webb family in Tulsa.  

They were teachers who set a great example for him.  They 

later moved to Junction City where he became active in all 

school activities. 

 

Judge Webb reminded all of us how important it is to be 

kind----to everyone not just the nice, clean folks.  If anyone 

ever gets a chance to hear Judge Tommy Webb, do it!  It 

will certainly be worth your time. 

 

CONVENTION MUSIC 
 

Many of the convention goers commented on the quality of 

the music this year.  For some it was the highlight of the 

convention. 

 

At the cookout the music and entertainment was by  

Idlewood, a great trio made up of Hazel Zink, Eldon Gray, 

and Eric Allen.  Their music was very appropriate for a  

picnic and really added to the relaxed atmosphere.  We 

even had a sing along since they played several old songs 

that we all knew. 

 

At the dinner meeting it was a wonderful string quartet 

from the Hutchinson Symphony.  They played everyone's 

favorite classical music, and they played it with perfection.  

The director was Bruce Boyd, orchestra teacher in the  

Hutchinson School system.  Their music was the perfect 

ending to a great meal. 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

Russ Brandon led the memorial service honoring the 

memories of members who have passed away since the last 

convention.  Following the reading of the names, each  

District Director placed a white rose on the table.  The 

memories of 151 KARSP members were honored.  Janice 

Colvin completed the service by singing “You'll Never 

Walk Alone.” 

 

 

For strength, we need you! 



 

 

 

KARSP WINNERS 
 

Several convention goers were lucky enough to win 

money.  Winning $5 or $10 were Charlie Hill, Gary 

Price, Larry Daugherty, Calvin Singleton, Nancy 

Warren, Trudy Shirley, Barbara Slimmer, and Pam 

Williams.  AMBA provided two fifty dollar bills and a 

one hundred dollar bill to be given away.  The $50  

winners were Ann Heider and Betty Clark.  Winning 

the $100 bill was Gil Bunning. 

 

Congratulations to these winners!  Remember, you can't 

win if you don't attend.  Plan now to attend next year. 

Great fun was had by all when an impromptu "Chicken 

Dance" was held during the convention cookout on 

Wednesday evening, June 10, 2015. The cookout was 

the beginning of the 63rd Annual Convention of the 

Kansas Association of Retired School Personnel held on 

June 10-12 in Hutchinson. 
 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL AWARDS 
 

Community Service Co-Chairs, Peggy and Gary 

Hughes, presented awards for volunteer work.  

KARSP members volunteered 384,867 hours over 

the past year.  That computes to $8,878,882.60 in 

service to Kansas.  Of that amount $1,900,068 went 

to youth. 

 

The Outstanding Unit Award went to the Brown 

County Group.  The Meadowlark Award is given to 

an individual to recognize years of service to others.  

Those winners were Annette Wilson, Ellen Watts, 

Connie McCoy, and Ruth Menzer. 

 

The Sunflower Award is given for volunteer work in 

spite of some hardship.  Those winners were Robert 

Hankins, Barb Sheeley, Judy Rockey, Helen  

Nowlan, Annette VanBlaricum, and Barbara  

Shinkle. 

 

Honored for giving 3,000 or more hours were  

Annette VanBlaricum, Helen Wagner, Collette 

McGuire, Kay Beauchesne, Donna Houser, Lynda 

Meisch, Frank Meisch and Eileen Robertson. 

 

Peggy and Gary thanked everyone for their volunteer 

hours and urged everyone to keep volunteering.  

They also urged all KARSP members to be sure to 

turn their volunteer hours into the community service 

person.  All hours whether just a few or many are 

important to KARSP. 

 

GRANTS PRESENTED 

 

Gary Slimmer, Chairperson of the KARSP  

Foundation, presented four $500 grants to this year's 

winners.  They were Jessica Karns, Katelynn  

Tiemeyer, Linda Wiersma, and Todd Vogts.  Each of 

these teachers expressed their appreciation for this 

grant which will help them with special projects in 

their classrooms which will benefit students. 

 

There was no benefit auction this year so the  

Foundation committee accepted donations.  More 

than $1,500 was raised.  There will be an auction at 

next year's convention so start planning what your 

unit will contribute to the auction. 

 

 

 

        REMINDER 
 

Several KARSP units have already turned in their 

scholarship winners for the 2015-2016 school year.  

If your unit has not done that, please do so before 

August 14.  Information needed is the name of the 

student(s), the amount of the scholarship, and the 

college they will be attending. 

 

Send the information to angelhouse1@cox.net. 



 

 

SPEAKER CHALLENGES KARSP 
 

Dr. Mirta Martin was born in Cuba, but left Cuba for 

Spain when she was fifteen.  Her grandmother and sister 

came with her.  She shared that teachers took her under 

their wings and helped this immigrant kid to go to school 

and on to college.  Martin went to school and cleaned 

toilets after school to help her grandmother financially. 

 

She eventually came to the United States and received 

degrees from Duke University, the University of Rich-

mond, and Virginia Commonwealth University.  She still 

remembers teachers who had such a positive effect on her 

life. 

 

Dr. Martin said teachers are the unsung heroes of the 

country.  She thanked teachers for the seeds of hope they 

plant to allow kids to have better futures.  Teachers take 

time outside of class to help kids.  She reminded us that 

just because we are retired doesn't mean our job is done.  

We have so much to give and to help young people.   

Retirees need to get involved with current teachers and 

professors to help kids.  Teachers made and are making a 

difference on mankind.  No student would be where they 

are without help from us. 

 

Dr. Martin stated that in the next few years 71% of jobs 

will require some higher education.  Currently, the drop-

out rate is higher than ever.  We must find a way to turn 

this around.  History has shown that we can live the 

American dream if we get a  good education.  Education 

for all must be assured.  Currently, we are losing our  

supremacy because our leaders don't understand how  

important education is. 

 

China is so far ahead of us in preparing youth for the  

future.  They speak English, often better than we do.  We 

are not teaching Chinese to our kids so they can under-

stand the culture and to know what is being said. 

 

Dr. Martin concluded her remarks by saying, “Education 

is the key to success, but it is no longer the emphasis in 

our country.  Teachers inspire so much.  Without that, 

there will be no future.”  She thanked KARSP members 

for being the unsung heroes.  KARSP can be the best  

ambassadors for education in our country. 

 

Dr. Mirta Martin, the President of Fort Hays State  

University, really got the convention off to a great start.  

She spoke for nearly an hour with no script or notes.  She 

spoke from her heart, and she certainly touched the hearts 

of everyone who heard her. 

 

 

HATTEBERG'S PEOPLE 
 

Larry Hatteberg, recently retired after 51 years as a 

newsman on television, shared stories about people 

he had met and interviewed.  He said these were real 

people.  They didn't care about being in the news.  

They were just living their lives. 

 

Over the years, he went into many homes to visit 

with just plain Kansans.  One lady he visited lived in 

an old two story house with an old dining room table 

and chairs.  The lady served him carrot cake for 

which she was famous.  While enjoying the cake, he 

mentioned all the pictures of kids in the room.  The 

lady responded, “They are my sixty kids.”  She was 

a foster parent, and these kids still keep in touch 

with her.  She touched many lives. 

 

Another lady he visited had a regular routine picking 

up cans and scrap iron.  She also made and sold jams 

and jellies.  Over 30 years she had saved $100,000.  

She gave the money to the city officials in this very 

small town for a swimming pool for the kids.  Now 

that pool is right across the street from her so she 

can see the kids enjoying the fruits of her labor. 

 

Mr. Hatteberg entertained us with his many human 

interest stories that warmed the hearts of all of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The KARSP cookout audience listened and sang 

along with the Idlewild Trio of Hutchinson.  The 

trio’s music brought back many memories for the 

convention attendees. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President-elect Bob Grover demonstrates his hidden 

talents during the “Chicken Dance,” following the 

Kansas Association of Retired School Personnel  

Convention cookout on Wednesday evening, June 10, 

2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kansas Association of Retired School Personnel 

Board of Directors met in Hutchinson on Wednesday, 

June 10, 2015.  President Nancy Murry (standing) 

called the meeting to order.  Others shown are Ernie 

Claudel (left), coalition liaison; Virgil Funk, member-

ship services coordinator; Dianne Sisk, secretary; and 

Carol Bingle, past president. 

 

YOU'RE ON THE COMMITTEE 
 

It is time for the membership committee to get busy 

getting new members.  Every current member (that's 

you!) is a member of the membership committee. 

 

So what do you do?  You must contact every new  

retiree and tell them KARSP's story.  Every retiree is 

interested in maintaining our KPERS. Since the  

governor says he lowered all the taxes, maybe there is 

even hope for us to get an increase in our monthly  

checks.  We have our own lobbyist, our Legislative 

committee chairperson, and our representative on the 

Kansas Coalition of Retired Persons.  All three of  

these people spend countless hours working for the 

good of all retirees. 

KARSP also works with a travel agency that offers 

wonderful trips at a reduced price.  Some of our 

members have used this benefit, and they have only 

great things to say about the travel agency. 

 

The Association Member Benefit Advisors offer 

many, many benefits at reduced prices.  From  

motels, car rental, computers, flowers, dental  

insurance, the list goes on of the items they offer.  

Many KARSP members use these benefits every 

month, and they report saving money. 

 

KARSP members are kept informed about the many 

activities our members participate in.  The Meadow-

lark comes monthly---either on-line or hard copy. 

 

KARSP has outstanding conventions that are really 

fun and informative.  The committee works hard 

every year to assure us that we have great speakers, 

wonderful music, and a really fun cook-out. 

 

KARSP members track their volunteer hours for one 

year.  Then those hours are added up from the entire 

state.  Special recognition is given to those giving 

the most hours or working with some kind of  

problem.  Traditionally, KARSP has given a  

facsimile check to the governor showing the value of 

all the hours given to the state.  The last two years 

the governor has not been available to accept our 

check.  However, we just keep volunteering. 

 

Now you have a few ideas to approach the 2015  

retirees to sign them up as supporting members.  The 

new retirees pay $15 for KARSP dues (plus the dues 

for the local unit if there is one).  The $15 from the 

new retirees makes those persons members until 

January 1, 2018.  Is that a bargain or what?  That is 

the rest of 2015 all of 2016 and all of 2017.  That 

makes their dues less than 53 cents a month.  When 

you explain this to potential members, more than 

likely they will join. 

 

Don't forget non-members who retired earlier.  Their 

dues are $15 and they won't owe another $15 until 

January 1, 2017.  Look around and see who are  

potential members and offer them membership in 

our great organization. 

 

As a member of the membership committee, it is 

your obligation to get new members.  We all know 

there is power in numbers.  Good luck as you work 

to make KARSP stronger than ever.  



 

 

INTERESTED IN DISCOUNT  

TRAVELING? 
 

Check out these trips and more at www.karsp.org. 
 

Treasures of Ireland 
September 28, 2015 (9 days) 

• 2 Nights in Dublin 

• 2 Nights in Killarney 

• Dublin City Tour 

• Trinity College - Book of Kells 

• Old Jameson Whiskey Distillery 

• Cliffs of Moher 

• Ring of Kerry 

• Bunratty Castle Medieval Banquet 

• Glendalough & St. Kevin’s 

• Muckross House & Gardens 

• Limerick 

• Blarney Castle & Woolen Mills 

• Adare 

• Galway City Tour 

 

Prague & Highlights of the Danube 
October 11, 2015 (11 days) 

•Prague (2 days) 

•Vienna (2 days) 

•Budapest (2 days) 

•Passau Tour 

•Bratislava Tour 

•Durnstein Tour & Melk Abbey Visit  

 

Southern California & Queen  

Mary Getaway  
January 31, 2016 (6 days) 

•5 Nights on the Queen Mary 

•Los Angeles City Tour 

•Hollywood & Walk Of Fame 

•Beverly Hills & Rodeo Drive 

•Warner Brothers Studio Tour 

•Rose Bowl Stadium Tour 

•Old Town Pasadena 

•The Getty Center 

•USS Iowa 

•Queen Mary Walking Tour 

•Wayfarers Chapel 

•Point Vicente Interpretive Center 

 

Gardens & Mansions  
(New Orleans & Cajun Country) 

February 28, 2016 (7 days) 

•3 Nights in the French Quarter 

•French Quarter Walking Tour 

•Steamboat Natchez Cruise 

           Gardens & Mansions (continued) 
•Café du Monde 

•Court of Two Sisters Dinner 

•New Orleans School of Cooking 

•New Orleans City Tour 

•Longue Vue Gardens & House 

•Baton Rouge 

•Natchez Area Tour 

•Antebellum Mansion Visits (2) 

•Bayou Cruise 

•Vermillionville 

•Jean Lafitte Cultural Center 

•Avery Island - Tabasco Factory 

 

Holland Tulips & Rhine River Castles  
April 6, 2016 (11 days) 

•2 Nights Hotel - Lucerne 

•7 Night Cruise - Outside Cabin 

•22 Meals (9-B, 6-L, 7-D) 

•PWD Tour/Cruise Manager 

•Local Wine with Dinners 

•Welcome & Farewell Dinners 

•Ship Staff 

•Baggage Handling 

•Int’l Air Taxes/Fuel/Fees & Port Charges 

•Hotel & Ship Transfers 

•Extended Port Times 

•Shore Excursions & Land Tours 

•Lucerne Tour 

•Strasbourg Tour 

•Speyer Tour 

•Cologne Tour 

•Amsterdam Tour & Canal Cruise 

•Keukenhof Gardens Visit 

•Black Forest Tour & Cuckoo Clock Factory 

•Basel Tour 

•Rüdesheim Tour 

•Koblenz Tour 

 

England and Scotland 
May 10, 2016 (10 days) 

•Edinburgh City Tour 

•London City Tour 

•Buckingham Palace Changing of the Guard 

•Cardiff, Wales 

•Edinburgh Castle 

•Scotch Whiskey Tour & Tasting 

•York & York Minster 

•Stratford-Upon-Avon 

•Salisbury Cathedral 

•Stonehenge 

•Bristol & Bath 

•Roman Baths Museum 

•3 Nights at One Hotel in London 
 

 



 

 

THANKS CONVENTION COMMITTEE 

 

The 63rd KARSP Convention was a real success.  People had fun, learned some things, saw long-time 

friends and made new friends.  Everyone had a smiling face and friendly attitude.  The Hospitality Room 

was a big hit with all those great cookies provided by the Board of Directors.  Judy Branden and Helen 

McClain were the hostesses for the Hospitality Room.  They did a great job as they always do. 

 

The speakers at this convention were outstanding and received high marks from everyone.  The music at the 

picnic and the dinner meeting were superb, and they also received very high ratings. 

 

All of these things would not have been possible without the Convention Committee and especially Karen 

Pulaski, chairperson.  Other committee members included Dave Tinkler, Jay Brown, Carol Bingle, Russell 

Branden. Sandy Daugherty, Judy Fox, Melba Gleason, Ann Lessor, Laverne Lessor, Brilla Scott, Connie 

Sewell and Duane Anstine. 

 

Thanks to this committee for a great convention.  Now, quit sitting on your laurels and start working on the 

2016 convention. 

   July 2015 


